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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  1923. 


TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  BURGESSES  OF  THE 
BOROUGH  OF  CHEPPING  WYGOMBE. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  Borough  during  1923,  and  matters  affecting  the  public  health  generally. 


General  Statistics. 

Area  of  District  ...  ...  ..! 

Population  (Census,  1921)  ... 

Males 

Females 

Estimated  Population  (June,  1923)... 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  presented  by  a penny  rate 


1620  acres. 
...  21,952 
...  10,493 
...  11,459 
...  22,590 
£85,095 
...  £316 


Vital  Statistics. 

BIRTHS : 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

437  .... 

216  .... 

221 

7 .... 

3 .... 

4 

444  .... 

219  .... 

225 

BIRTH  RATE  1923.  1922.  1921.  1920.  1919. 

Total  ...  ...  19.6  18.3 22.01 24.9  15.89 

Legitimate  ...  19.3 17.6 

Illegitimate  ...  .3 6 

Total.  Males.  Females. 

DEATHS 204  112  102 

DEATH  RATE  1923.  1922.  1921.  1920.  1919. 

9.03  10.8 8.66  10.3  11.1 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  Total.  Males.  Females. 

Death  of  Infants  under  1 year  ...  24  10  14 

INFANTILE  DEATH  RATE  54.0  per  1,000  births. 

1923.  1922.  1921.  1920.  1919. 

Infantile  death  rate  54.0 51.3 36.8  40.7  61.0 


Number  and  Causes  of  Detath.  Male. 

All  Causes  and  Ages  ...  ...  ...  112 

Measles  2 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  

Whooping  Cough  1 

Diphtheria  ...  

Intiuenza  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...  ...  ...  12 

Other  T'uberculosis  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  KJ 

Arterio-sclerosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  G 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  two  years)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition  — 
Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation,  Premature  Birth  t) 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Causes  Ill-defined,  or  Unknown  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


Female. 
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Birth  Rate,  Deatli  Rate  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1923. 

Annual  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population. 


Rate  per 
1,000  Births. 
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England  & Wales 
157  smaller  towns 

19.7 

11.6 

0.01 

0.(00 

0.14 

0.03 

0.10 

0.07 

0.22 

0.44 

7.7 

69 

(1921  adjusted 
populations, 
20,000-  -50,000  ) 

19.8 

10.6 

0.01 

O.BO 

0.19 

0.02 

0.10 

0.06 

0.21 

0.38 

6.4 

69 

Borough  of  Chop- 

ping Wycombe 

19.6 

9.08 

0.00 

0.00 

0.13 

0.04 

0.09 

0M9 

0.04 

0.26 

2.2 
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Scarlet  Fever 

...  8 

13 

10 

6 

3 

5 

— 

15 

8 

17 

15 

10 

72  1 

no 

Pneumonia 

...  2 

7 

4 

10 

1 

o 

1 

1 

— 

1 

5 

5 

— 15 

39 

Diphtheria 

Encephalitis 

. . 

— 

— 

9 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

3 

3 

5 

21  2 

25 

Lethargia 

. . . — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•— 

— 

... 

1 

Chicken  Pox 

...  3 

1 

— 

3 

2 

6 

37 

4 

— 

4 

5 

5 

— — 

70 

Poliomyelitis 

Pulmonary 

. . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 



0 

LJ 

Tuberculosis  . 
Non-Pulmonary 

...  1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 19 

16 

Tuberculosis 

. . . — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

... 

6 

2 

14 

oo 

15 

31 

10 

17 

39 

25 

10 

26 

28 

28 

93  43 

265 

2 


Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 
Poliomyelitis 
Encephalitis  Lethargia 
Pneumonia 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Non-Pulmonary  i'uberculosis 
Ophthalmia 
Erysipelas 


1923. 

25 

no 

0 

Ui 

1 
39 
16 

2 


1922. 

4 

80 

1 

1 

52 

11 

4 


2 


Cases  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospital. 


Cases  from 

Scarlet 

Diphtheria. 

Cerebro- Spinal 

Fever. 

Meningitis. 

Wycombe  Borough 

72  

21  

— 

Wycombe  Rural  District 

77  

43  

2 

149 

64 

2 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

I have  pleasure  in  rejjorting  that  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1923,  418 
individual  examinations  have  been  made  of  children  attending  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 
I'hese  included  29  children  between  the  ages  of  1 year  and  5 years,  showing  an  increase 
in  this  age  class,  o\'er  previous  years. 

The  Ante-Natal  cases  presenting  themselves  for  examination  and  general  ad\'ice, 
were  17  for  the  year.  This  also  represents  an  increase  over  last  year,  but  is  still  not  so 
many  as  we  would  like  to  see  taking  advantage  of  the  Clinic. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  addresses  have  been  given  on  such  subjects  as: 
Feeding  of  liabies.  Clothing,  Ventilation,  Vaccination,  The  Significance  of  Rashes,  Care  of 
Babies  with  Bronchitis,  44ie  Care  of  the  4'eeth,  Importance  of  Sleep,  Exercise  for  Baby, 
and  Food  for  Older  Children. 


An  Inspector  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  paid  a visit  to  the  Clinic  on  February  25th 
and  gave  suggestions  as  to  the  filling  in  of  Record  Cards  and  other  matters. 

Yours  truly, 

EVA  MEREDITH  CLEMENTS, 

Medical  Officer,  Welfare  Centre. 


4'he  followdng  is  the  Report  of  the  Health  Visitor  for  1923 


No. 

of 

Notifications  received 

yy 

y^ 

Still  Births 

yy 

yy 

Deaths 

yy 

yy 

Illegitimate  Children 

yy 

yy 

Visits  Paid  ... 

yy 

yy 

First  Visits  ... 

yy 

yy 

Breast  Fed  Infants 

yy 

yy 

Artificially  Fed  Infants  ... 

yy 

yy 

Attendances  at  Welfare  Centre 

yy 

yy 

Ante-Natal  Visits  ... 

yy 

yy 

Cases  not  requiring  visiting 

444 

3 

21 

7 

2888 

398 

363 

35 

3094 

99 

46 


We  re-opened  the  Clinic  on  January  2nd  with  our  Annual  Xmas  Tree  -and  Patty. 
Prizes  for  good  attendances  were  presented  to  six  mothers  and  babies,  who  had  made 
the  greatest  number  of  attendances. 


The  attendance  at  the  Welfare  Centre  continues  to  grow.  The  success  of  the  Clinic 
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IS,  no  doubt,  due  to  the  splendid  assistance  given  each  week  by  the  Doctor  and  the 
voluntary  lady  heli)ers,  who  never  fail  to  be  there,  and  not  only  keep  the  fnothers  at  the 
Clinic,  but  follow  up  any  case  of  distress  found  in  the  home. 

A playroom  for  toddlers  has  been  started,  and  this  is  carried  on  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions and  help.  i 1'  i i i ^ ' • 

Dried  milk  is  given  free  to  cases  deserving;  each  case  being  investigated  by  the 
Doctor  in  charge  of  the  Clinic.  The  Central  Aid  Committee  have  very  kindly  given  milk 
during  the  lying-in  period  to  mothers  in  poor  circumstances.  Through  their  help  several 
children  have  attended  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  and  one  child  was  sent  to  the  Convalescent 
Home  at  Beaconslield.  Several  parents  have  been  helped  with  Dental  Treatment,  and 
others  have  had  help  with  letters  and  e.x^enses  to  various  Hospitals  in  London,  recom- 
mended by  their  own  Doctors. 

Maternity  bags  are  provided  for  needful  cases.  We  have  one  baby  who  was  born 
blind,  which  we  hope  to  place  in  the  Sunshine  Home  for  blind  babies. 

i 

'Fhis  year.  Baby  Week  celebrations  took  the  form  of  a charabanc  tour.  Tea  was 
provided  and  the  outing  proveci  a great  success. 

The  needlework  competition  was  held  on  July  lOth,  after  the  ordinary  clinic.  U'he 
Mayoress,  Mrs.  Gibson,  kindly  judged  the  needlework  and  presented  the  prizes.  The 
work  was  not  so  good  as  last  year,  and  the  competitors  fewer.  We  hope  to  do  better  next 
year. 


There  is  still  a great  amount  of  overcrowding,  and  more  houses  are  needed  very 
badly.  1 find  the  toddlers  suffer  rather  badly^,  who  are  confined  to  one  room,  and  for  the 
want  of  space,  for  exercise  and  air. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  E.  JOHNSON, 

Health  Visitor. 


Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work. 

All  chemical  and  bacteriological  work  i^s  carried  out  by  the  Clinical  Research 
Association  (except  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  which  is  carried  out  by  your 
own  Analyst,  Mr.  B.  H.  Gerrans),  and  the  work  has  proved  satisfactory. 

Anti-diphtheric  Serum  is  supplied  by  the  Corporation. 

Adoptive  Acts  and  Byelaws,  administered  by  the  Health  Department. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS: 

Infectious  Disease  ( Prevention ) Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  part  3. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

BYELAWS ; 

Slaughterhouses. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Cleansing  of  Footways. 

Removal  of  House  Refuse. 

Cleansing  of  Privies. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances. 

Carriage  of  Offensive  Matters. 

Tents,  Vans,  Shed,  and  Similar  Structuies. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings. 

REGULATIONS: 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 


Rainfall. 

1 am  indebted  to  H.  S.  Wheeler,  Esq.,  17  Easton  Street,  for  the  accompanying  re- 


4 


cord  of  the  year’s  rainfall, 


as  taken  in  Maston  Street,  at  225  feet  above  sea  level. 


Month. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Rainfall  in  inches. 
...  1.68 
...  4.12 

...  2.81) 

...  2.70 

...  2.43 

...  0.50 

...  2.26 
...  2.75 

...  2.42 

...  5.47 

...  1.76 

...  3.62 


Total  for  Year 


32.60  inches. 


The  rainfall  as  taken  by  G.  W.  Arnison,  Esq 


Headmaster,  Royal  Grammar  School, 


at  530  feet  above  sea  level,  was  32.411  for  the  year. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. 

A classified  statement  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  has  been  given  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Article  XX  (16)  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  Order,  as  follows: — 


Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  (including  under  Housing  Acts) 
,,  „ Schools 

,,  „ Factories  and  Workshops 

,,  „ Bakehouses 

,,  „ Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

,,  „ Ice  Cream  Shops 

,,  „ Slaughterhouses 

,,  „ Butchers’  Shops 

„ „ Fish  and  Fruit  Shops 

„ „ Markets  

„ „ Offensive  Trades 

j,  „ Common  Lodging  Houses 

,,  „ Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 


1877 
28 
84 
42 
48 
46 
. 902 
60 
40 
65 
6 
3 
15 


As  a result  of  these  inspections,  the  following  notices  were  served: — 

Preliminary  Notices  and  Letters  ...  ...  ...  ...  312 

Statutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 


Food  Supply. 

This  important  matter  has  received  the  usual  careful  attention  of  the  Sanitary  In- 
spector, and  full  details  will  be  found  in  his  Report. 

Milk. 

The  subject  of  a pure  and  clean  milk  supply  continues  to  receive  very  careful 
attention.  Six  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  all  with 
negative  results,  as  far  as  Tubercle  Bacillus  was  concerned.  22  samples  of  milk  were 
submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  when  one  was  found  to  be  adulterated,  and  7 of  inferior 
quality. 

Meat  Inspection. 

As  in  other  years,  the  inspection  of  meat  within  the  Borough  has  been  maintained 
in  a high  state  of  efficiency,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  detailed  statements  given  in  your 
Inspector’s  Report. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

The  administration  of  these  important  duties  is  in  the  capable  hands  of  your  In- 
spector. A total  of  60  samples  were  taken,  and  submitted  for  analysis. 
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Public  Health  Staff. 

\our  staff  consists  of  myself,  Meclical  Officer  of  Health,  part  time,  and  •Medical 
iipermtendent  of  the  Isolation  Hospital;  Dr.  Eva  Meredith  Clements,  in  charge  of  Wel- 
are  Centre;  Nurse  M.  E.  Johnson,  Health  Visitor;  Mr.  L.  Chadwick,  Chief  Sanitary  In- 
spector, Mr.  A.  j.  Williams,  Clerk.  Mr.  Chadwick  also  discharges  the  duties  of  Inspector 
under  the  Housing  Acts,  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  Rag  Flock  Act,  etc.,  and  is  Inspec- 
tor of  Common  Lodging  Houses,  and  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops.  Mr.  Chadwick 
holds  the  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s  Certificate. 


Schools. 

I he  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the  Public  Elementary  Schools  receives 
periodical  attention  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  are  kept  in  a fairly  good  condition. 


Houses. 

Houses  which  have  been  erected  by  your  Council  under  the  assisted  Housing 
Schemes,  are  as  follows: — 


No.  of  Houses, 
occupied 

31st  December,  1923. 
Terriers  ...  ...  ...  28  ... 

Marsh  ...  ...  ...  94 

Recreation  Ground  ...  ...  bO  ... 


Houses  in  course 
of  erection 

31st  December,  1923. 

...  20 
...  6 


182 


26 


Houses  erected  during  the  year  by  private  builders  ...  ...  ...  18 


Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing 

Hnspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  ...  C2 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  in  sub-section  2) 

found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  26 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

1.  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  tit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 


A.  'Proceedings  under  Section  28,  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919: — 


1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

repairs 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  render  fit: — 

(a)  By  Owners 
(b  ) By  Council 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  became  opera- 

tive in  pursuance  of  owner’s  declarations  of  intention  to  close 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied: — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  

(b)  By  Council  ...  

C.  Proceedings  under  Ss.  17  and  18,  Plousing,  I own  Planning,  etc.,  1909 

1.  Number  of  repiresentations  made  with  a view  to  making  of  Closing  Orders  ... 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ... 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  bouses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  dwelling  houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ... 


6 

23 

Nil 

Nil 


201 


141 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

5.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  Nil 

G.  Number  of  unfit  dwelliiig  houses  \oluntarily  demolished  by  owners,  upon  same 

becoming  vacant  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

I should  like  to  exjiress  my  indebtedness  to  all  my  brother  officials  for  their  many 
kindnesses. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  D.  KING  BANNERMAN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


fBorougfi  of  CAepping  Wycom6e. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

For  the  Year  1923. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 

25  Easton  Street,  High  Wycombe, 

TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  BURGESSES  OF  THE 
BOROUGH  OF  CHEPPING  WYCOMBE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


T have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  a report  of  the  work  done  in  my  department 
during  the  year  1923,  being  my  seventeenth  Annual  Report  as  your  Sanitary  Inspector: — 


1.  General  (Public  Health  Acts). 

No.  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  1697  i 

„ „ Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  1526  J 

„ „ Complaints 

„ „ Nuisances  abated  without  complaint  ... 

„ „ Nuisances  abated  by  persons  responsible 

„ „ Notices  served:— 

Preliminary  and  Letters 
Statutory 


2.  Housing  Nuisances. 

Houses  reported  unfit  for  human  habitation 
Houses  closed 
Houses  inspected 
Roofs  repaired 

Spouts  cleansed  and  repaired 
Paving  repaired 
Floors  repaired 
Overcrowding  abated 
Dirty  houses  cleansed 
Defective  brickwork  repaired 
Damp  courses  inserted  and  repaired 
Other  defects 

Unfit  houses  demolished  voluntarily 
Houses  converted  to  business 


3223 


68 

266 

173 


312 

94 


1 

1 

62 

25 

67 

15 

27 

1 

60 

24 

3 

29 

1 
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3.  Drains,  W.C’s.,  Privies,  Ashpits,  etc. 

Total  defects  found  ... 

Drains  cleared,  repaired  or  ventilated 
New  drains  laid 

Privies  built  or  repaired  

W.C  s.  rebuilt,  repaired  or  flushed 
Inspection  chambers  built  or  repaired 
New  dustbins  provided 


4.  Slaughterhouses. 

No.  on  Register 

„ of  Inspection  of  Slaughterhouses 

„ „ Inspections  of  Butchers’  shops 

,,  ,,  Defects  found 

,,  ,,  Defects  remedied  ... 


5.  Bakehouses. 

No.  on  Register 

,,  of  Inspections  ... 

„ „ Defects  found 

,,  ,,  Defects  remedied  ... 


6.  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

No.  of  Retail  Purveyors  on  Register 
„ „ Cowkeepers 

,,  „ Cowkeepers  and  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk 

„ „ Inspections  ... 

„ „ Defects  found 

,,  „ Defects  remedied  ... 


7.  Factories  and  Workshops. 

No.  on  Register 

„ of  Inspections  ... 

„ „ Defects  found 

„ „ Defects  remedied  ... 


8.  Water  Supply. 

No.  of  Samples  submitted 
„ „ Samples  found  to  be  polluted  ...  * ... 

„ „ Houses  connected  to  mains 

,,  „ Reports  of  Leakages  to  Water  Department 


9.  Various. 

Accumulations  of  Refuse  removed 
Removal  of  animals  improperly  kept 
Inspection  of  Van  dwellings 
,,  Markets 
„ Lodging  Houses 
„ Schools 

Fruit  and  Fish  Shops 
„ Ice  Cream  shops 
, Offensive  Trades 
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TABLE  I. 


Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection. 


1928. 

1922. 

1921. 

1920. 

1919. 

No.  of 

Inspections  of  Infected  Houses 

129  ... 

...  198  .. 

....  810  .. 

....  98  ... 

...  90 

}y  y> 

Infected  Flouses  Disinfected 

124  ... 

...  109  .. 

....  148  .. 

9 .... 

...  81 

yy  yy 

Houses  Disinfected  after  'ruberculosis 

18  ... 

...  10  .. 

....  12  .. 

....  0 .... 

...  18 

yy  yy 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Cancer  ... 

(5  ... 

4 .. 

5 . . 

....  2 ... 

5 

yy  yy 

Schools  Disinfected  ... 

8 ... 

1 .. 

....  8 .. 

....  2 ... 

niSINFEC'I'ION -'I'he  total  number  of  articles  disinfected  during  the  year,  exclu- 
sive of  patients’  clothing  when  being  discharged  from  Hospital,  is  2857.  The  Steam  Dis- 
infector has  not  yet  been  erected  at  the  Refuse  Destructor. 


Disinfection  was  carried  out  after  the  following  infectious  diseases: — 


Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Diphtheria 
d'uberculosis 
Cancer 


84 

19 

18 

6 


During  the  previous  ten  years  the  cases  were  as  follows: — 

1918.  1914.  1915.  191G.I  1917.  1918.  1919.  1920.  1921. 

74  108  102  202  78  110  81  90  90 


1922. 
. 158 


Meat  and  Other  Foods  seized  or  surrendered  as  Unfit  for  Human  Food. 

TABLE  II. 


Carcases  only. 
Beasts 
Calves 
Sheep 
Pigs 

Total 


Tuberculosis 

...  4 .. 


r 

11 


Inflammatory 

Diseases. 

1 ... 

4 ... 

6 

...  11  ... 


Septicaemia. 

...  8 

4 

2 

...  9 


TABLE  III. 

Weight  of  condemned  Meat  and  Offal: — 
Beef  I 

Veal  I 

Mutton 

Pork  and  Pigmeat 
Offals 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18981 


Lbs. 

4017 


TABLE  IV. 


Other  Foodstuffs  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 

Cod  

food : — 

...  15 

lbs. 

Coalfish 

•••  ••• 

...  60 

yy 

Dabs 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  14 

yy 

Whiting 

• . • . • • • • • 

...  34 

yy 

Salmon 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  15 

yy 

Kippers 

...  ...  • • . 

...  9 

boxes 

9 


Dates 

Peaches 

Bacon 

Milk 

Sardines 

Herrings 

Meat  Paste 


TABLE  V 


134  lbs. 


15 

19 

60 

tins 

31 

53 

280 

Organs  only ; — 


disp:ase. 


(/) 

03 

(U 

E 


c/5 

p 

tr 

a 

o 

H 


(/5 

u 

rx 

5 


05 

4/ 

K 


t/3 

•4-» 

U 

in 


</) 

> 


<u 

a. 

in 


n 

a; 


(/) 

U 

V 

c/5 

o; 

c/3 

o 

w 

c/3 

o3 

2 

■4-t 

(i; 

o; 

C/3 

r- 

a> 

0 

(fi 

(D 

o; 

'C 

"C 

c/2 

i-H 

Bacterial : — 

Tuberculosis  ... 
Septicaemjia 
Pyaemia  (Joint  ill)  ... 
Bacilliary  Necrosis 
Inliammatory : — 
Pneumonia 
Pleurisy 
Peritonitis 
Pericarditis  and 
Myocarditis 
Lymphadenitis 
Nephritis 
Cirrhosis 
Mammitis 
Rachitis 

Tumors,  etc.: — 

Lipoma 
Angioma 
Actinomycosis 
Pus  Formations 
Parasitic : — 

Distomum  Hepaticum 

Echinococcus 

Stronglli 

Tricocephalus  Crenatus 
Pentastimum  Denticu- 
latum 

Miscellaneous : — 


77 

4 

o 


66 

4 

o 


75  61 
4 4 

■;>  9 


51  61  43  5 

4 4 4 4 

2 2 2 2 


5 80  61  29 
4 4 4 4 

2 2 2 2 


5 


2 


— 31  7 

— 33  15 


V 

6 


9 10  10  10  15  15  10 


1 

9 


1 

9 


1 28 
1 1 


1 — — — 


1 1 1 
2 2 2 
- 69  — 


11111 
2 2 2 2 4 


1 1 


1111111 


9 — 


1 

2 

2 

1 


o 


o 


— 3 1 6 23 


— 1 


6 

10 


— 131 

— 4 

— 34 


- — — — 3 


o 

iz; 


o 

t- 


619 

48 

26 

4 

45 
54 
79 

30 

13 

28 

69 

o 

13 

2 

3 

10 

34 

131 

10 

46 
3 


Asphyxiated  ...  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

— ... 

12 

Icterus  ...  ...  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

— ... 

12 

Casualties  ...  ...  6 

6 

6 

6 

6 6 

6 

6 6 

6 

6 

6 

6 ... 

78 

Swine  Fever  ...  ...  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

— ... 

12 

101 

90  1 

78 

131 

90  357 

74 

34  34  118 

100 

61 

19  ... 

1376 

TABLE  VI 

• 

c/3 

CA 

CJ 

c/3 

C/3‘ 

o; 

c/3 

C/3 

a 

Heads 

at 

r. 

c 

at 

c 

Heart 

Livers 

c; 

<1^ 

3- 

z 

t/3 

o; 

5 

c/3 

(D 

.4^ 

Bacterial,  Tuberculosis:— 

Cattle  ...  ...  16 

...  16 

• • • 

27  . 

..  13  ... 

13 

5 ... 

16 

4 ., 

,.  7 

Pigs  ...  ...  61 

Other  Bacterial  Diseases,  inc 

...  50 

• • • 

48  . 

..  48  ... 

48 

...  m ... 

64 

. . . 

25  . 

..  54 

hiding 

Inflammatory 

Diseases; — 

Cattle  H 

...  10 

• • • 

20  . 

..  13  ... 

33 

...  10  ... 

21 

. . • 

11  ., 

..  13 

Sheep  ...  •••  ^ 

...  6 

• • . 

19  . 

..  29  ... 

10 

...  9 ... 

5 

. . . 

9 . 
12  . 

..  7 

Pigs  ...  • • • 9 

...  8 

48  . 

..  28  ... 

73 

...  12  ... 

12 

..  19 

l^arasitical  Diseases ; — 

Cattle  ...  •••  — 

. . . — 

. . . 

2 

. . — . . . 

131 

. . . — ... 

— • 

... 

• • 

. 

Sheep  ...  • • • — 

. . . 

14  . 

• • • • • 

49 

• • • “■  '■  • • • 

— 

... 

— • • 

• 

10 


Animals. 

Cattle 

Pigs 


TABLI-:  VII. 


No.  of  Animals 
Total  No.  found  affected 

Inspected.  with  Tuberculosis. 

504  21  or  5.3  <Vo  . 

2240  ()4  or  2.8 <Vo  . 


Tuberculosis  Animals. 

Totally  Condemned  in 

Condemned.  part  only. 

4 or  0.8  h/o  23  or  4.5<'/o 

7 or  0.3<'/o  57  or  2.5 <Vo 


The  Number  of  Animals  inspected  during  the  year  was  as  follows 
Beasts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  504 

Calves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  295 

Sheep  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  824 

Pigs  2240 


Total 


It  has  been  stated  on  many  occasions  that  there  are  districts  where  food  inspection 
is  unnecessary,  but  from  the  figures  submitted,  1 think  you  will  come  to  the  conclusion 
it  is  altogether  wrong,  and  that  /inspection  is  necessary  in  every  district.  It  is  quite 
a common  experience,  and  one  calculated  to  disturb  the  amiability  of  the  most  docile 
Inspector,  to  be  told  quite  frankly  that  butchers  can  send  animals  “where  there  is  no  risk 
of  inspection,”  and  where  no  Inspector  “ever  comes.”  The  traffic  of  uninspected  meat 
from  district  to  district  should  be  -rendered  impossible.;  It  is  given  to  every  Local 
Authority  to  care  for  the  jniblic  health,  and  to  appoint  officials  to  advise  them  aright.< 
It  is  also  incumbent  on  them  to  support  their  officials  in  the  conscientious  discharge  of 
their  duty. 

Information  has  often  been  given  to  me,  usually  too  late  to  take  action,  where 
animals  from  farms  that  have  had  to  be  condemned  on  account  of  disease  in  the  Bor- 
ough, other  animals  from  the  same  farms  have  been  sent  for  slaughter  within  the  dis- 
trict of  neighbouring  Authorities  and  “not  been  right,”  have  been  killed  and  sold  for 
human  food.  It  would  be  desirable  that  butchers  and  others  should  be  required  to  give 
a reasonable  notice  to  the  Authority  before  slaughter  takes  place,  and  no  offal,  etc.,  re- 
moved until  after  examination,  and  1 suggest  that  the  Minsitry  of  Health  be  ask'ed  to 
legislate  for  this  purpose. 


1 wish  to  draw  particular  attention  to  Table  V,  which  reveals  the  many  and 
various  diseases  to  \vhich  food  animals  are  subject.  'Plie  index  of  Meat  Inspection  is 
the  quantity  of  offals  condemned.  There  .are  conditions  (parasitic  and  pathological)  affect- 
ing organs  which  can  quite  easily  slip  the  eye  of  the  Inspector,  let  alone  a butcher. 


So  far  as  the  butchers  in  the  Borough,  it  affords  me  more  pleasure  to  record  that 
cordial  relations  continue,  than  it  would  to  record  a long  list  of  prosecutions.  On  any 
ajtpearance  of  abnormal  conditions  during  slaughter,  the  butchers  readily  call  me  in  to 
have  a look,  though  instances  have  occurred  when  the  slaughtermen  haxe  Removed  offals, 
and  sometimes  meat,  into  the  shop  without  having  been  examined,  and  which  have  been 
found  to  be  diseased. 


A butcher  is  capable  to  a certain  extent  (particularly  if  the  conditions  are  ab- 
normal), of  judging  a carcase,  but  with  offals  he  is  not.  I would  draw  .attention  to 
one  matter  which  appears  to  ha\e  been  overlooked,  i.e.^  that  the  greatest  quantity  of 
meat  condemned  in  any  one  year  was  before  the  Insurance  Scheme  came  into  operation. 
The  Society,  which  has  for  its  object,  the  jirotection  of  the  Meat  Traders,  certainly  does 
assist  in  preventing  the  ijlacing  of  diseased  meat  for  sale,  and  1 have  ibeen  willing  at 
all  times  to  co-operate  in  this  object,  feeling!  that  it  is  the  public  who  will  benefit  in  the 
end.  I should  like  to  be  able  to  say  that  all  the  butchers  were  loyal  members  of  the 
Society,  and  that  all  animals  slaughtered  for  human  food  were  examined  and  passed 
before  being  exposed  for  sale.  Und)er  existing  conditions,  the  last  is  impossible,  though  I 
am  out  at  all  times,  night  or  day,  and  in  order  not  to  interfere  with  the  conduct  of  tine 
trade,  do  not  detain  carcases  longer  than  is  possible. 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


TABLE  VIII. 


Article. 

Milk 

Flour 

Genuine. 

...  14  

5 

Inferior. 

7 

Adulterated. 
1 

Total 

22 

5 

Pepper 

Boiled  Sweets 

9 

2 

8 

Margarine 



T)  

5 

Lard 

8 

8 

Shredded  Suet 

1 

1 

Butter 

...  11  

1 

12 

Sausages 

Chocolate 

4 

4 

9 

2 

Cocoa 

1 

1 

50 

8 

2 

60 

There  are  seven  wholesale  dealers  in  margarine  holding  Certificates  of  Registra- 
tion. One  Licence  to  sell  certified  milk  has  been  issued. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 

Samples  of  Milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  for  Tuberculosis, 
with  the  following  results: — 

(ai  No  Tubercle  Bacilli  found. — Excess  of  Leucocytes. 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 


yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

Other  foods  submitted  for  examination: — 

(a)  Milk — Satisfactory. 

(b)  Cooked  Kidney — Bacillus  Coli  found. 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreak. 

On  July  2nd  I heard  from  Mr.  Herring,  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Wycombe 
Rural  District,  that  there  had  occurred  several  cases  of  acute  gastro  enteritis  at  Wooburn, 
and  that  all  the  patients  had  partaken  of  Ice  Cream,  supjilied  by  a \'endor  from 
Wycombe. 

I at  once  took  samples  of  the  cream  and  all  materials  used  in  the  making  of 

the  cream,  and  submitted  them  for  examination,  when  it  was  found  that  the  cream 

contained  food  poisoning  bacteria.  The  Milk  was  submitted  for  examination,  and  there 
was  no  evidence  to  imjilicate  the  milk  supjjlies  as  sources  of  infection,  nor  any  of  the 

other  ingredients  found  likely  to  convey  tiie  bacilli.;  'I'he  matter  was  then  taken  in 

hand  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  yet  they  could  only  reach  the  same  conclusion,  i.ej, 
that  the  cream  became  infected  in  the  long  period  which  elapsed  between  steaming  and 
freezing. 

Rag  Flock  Act. 

Samples  of  Rag  Flock  were  submitted  for  analysis  with  the  following  results: — 

(I)  ISS.B  parts  of  Chlorine  in  the  form  of  soluble  chlorides  per  100,000 
(2j  41.1  ditto  ditto  ditto  ditto 

(b;  160.1)  ditto  ditto  ditto  ditto 

On  reporting  these  cases  to  your  Health  Committee,  instructions  were  given  for 
proceedings  to  be  instituted.  These  were  iieiiding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Several  premises  have  been  reported  as  being  infested  with  rats,  and  advice  in  all 
cases  has  been  given.  Until  each  and  every  householder  realises  his  rcs])onsibility  in 
this  matter,  the  pest  will  continue  to  thrive,  and  damage  to  property  and  foodstuffs 
increase.  All  pig-keepers  should  take  active  measures  to  keep  their  styes  , clear  of  rats, 
as  they  are  a fruitful  source  of  transmitting  disease  from  one  area  to  another. 


TABLE  IX. 


Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910. 


No.  of  Houses  Inspectedi 

„ „ Cases  of  Overcrowding 

,,  „ Houses  with  water  sujiply  from  mains 
,,  „ Houses  with  water  supply  from  tube  pumps 
„ „ Drainage  Defects 

„ „ W.C’s.  without  water  suj)j)ly  and  flushing  apparatus 

„ „ W.C’s.  with  water  supfily  and  Hushing  apparatus 

,,  „ Houses  with  defectixe  closet  accommodation 

,,  „ Defectixe  or  unsuitable  out-buildings 

„ „ Defective  yard  paving 

„ „ Houses  with  dampness  in  bedrooms 

,,  „ Houses  with  dampness  in  living  rooms 

„ „ Defectix  e roofs,  gutters,  downspouts,  etc. 


„ „ Defective  floors 

,,  „ Floors  insufficiently  ventilated 

„ „ Dirty  rooms 

,,  „ Improper  food  stores 

„ „ 'Unsuitable  dustbins 

„ „ Rooms  with  defective  lighting 

„ „ Rooms  with  defective  ventilation 

,,  „ Houses  with  two  bedrooms 

„ „ .Houses  with  three  bedrooms 

,,  „ Houses  with  four  or  more  bedrooms 

„ „ Adults  204;  Children  51  ... 

Average  No.  of  persons  per  house 

No.  of  Bedrooms  occupied  by  more  than 
,,  „ Houses  occupied  by  two  families 

„ „ Houses  occupied  by  three  families 


two  perso 


62 

7 
48 
14 

8 
57 

5 

8 

19 

11 

28 

80 

66 

12 

28 

68 

62 

62 

1 


33 

28 

1 

255 

4.11 

29 


Domestic  Sanitation. 

* 

Tbe  stoj^page  of  water  closets  and  drainfs  is  very  often  due  to  fhe  carelessness  of 
the  tenants,  in  ])ermitting  the  children  to  play  therein,  and  drop  things  down,  causing  the 
closets,  etc.,  to  become  stopped.  This  is  a nuisance  that  the  owner  cannot  control,  and 
it  is  only  just  and  fair  that  those  who  mis-use  the  closets,  etc.,  should  pay  'for  the  open- 
ing of  those  which  become  choked  i through  neglect  or  carelessness. 


Householders  could,  without  any  expense  whatever,  and  with  little  or  no  trouble, 
not  only  make  their  surroundings  more  sweet,  but  render  less  unpleasant  and  expensive 
the  work  of  remoxing  and  destroying  refuse,  were  they  to  burn  daily  in  the  kitchen  fire, 
all  the  animal  and  vegetable  waste  matter,  old  papers,  etc.,  not  only  so,  but  were  this 
sanitary  precaution  generally  taken,  it  would  do  much  to  reduce  the  swarms  of  the 
notorious  food  contaminater,  the  filthy  house-fly,  which  may  be  seen  at  certain  seasons  of 
the  year.  It  would  also  greatPy  assist  in  reducing  the  food  supply  for  rats,  which  at  the 
present  time  are  encouraged  to  come,  'through  leaving  waste  about. 

A large  amount  of  the  refuse  carted  away  could  jirofitably  be  consumed  on  the 
premises  of  householders  were  they  not  so  indifferent  to  their  own  and  neighbours  wel- 
fare. 


We  have  houses  which  are  in  an  insanitary  condition,  because  the  occupiers  do  not, 
and  will  not,  exert  the  necessary  energy  to  keep  them  in  a clean  condition.,  Whilst  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  landlord  to  keep  his  property  in  a sanitary  and  habitable  condition,  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  tenant  to  keep  the  place  in  a clean  condition,  and  to  see  tthat  the 
projperty  only  suffers  by  ordinary  wear  and  tear. 
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. greatest  difficulty  still  appears  to  be  the  provision  of  an  increased  number  of 
houses,  and  until  this  is  done,  it  will  be  impossible  to  cope  with  the  deplorable  condi- 
tions that  exist  in  the  townj  Houses  are  inhabited  which  ought  to  be  demolished;  rooms 
are  occupied  by  famdies  that  are  only  suitable  for  single  persons;  chfidren  are  restricted 
to  play  in  a bedroom,  which  does  duty  as  a house.  Distressing  stories  are  told  in  my 
ofiice  daily,  and  one  is  more  or  less  helpless  to  remedy  the  conditions. 


Drainage,  Marsh  Area. 


The  work  of  connecting  up  the  houses  in  this  area  to  the  new  inain  sewers  wa;j 
commenced  during  the  year,  and  so  far  the  undermentioned  works  have  been  carried  out; 


Houses  connected  to  main  sewer 

Privies  and  Pail  closets  converted  to  W.C’s. 

Cesspools  abolished  and  filled  in 

Houses  re-drained  entirely 

Inspection  Chambers  built  or  repaired 

Water  Closets  erected 

Water  Closets  repaired  or  re-built 

Water  Closets  fiushed  and  repaired  ... 

Sinks  provided 

Houses  connected  to  water  mains 


106 

38 

43 

52 

51 

13 

13 

2-1 

22 

18 


This  work  has  entailed  a very  considerable  drain  on  the  time  of  your  Inspector, 
no  less  than  286  special  visits  and  consultations  being  made,  and  83  sketch  plans  of  pio- 
posed  drains  being  made  for  owners  or  their  representatives.  So  far  the  work  has  pro- 
ceeded without  the  slightest  friction,  and  it  is  hoped  during  next  year  progress  may 
be  just  as  good. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

TABLE  X. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

[une 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Total,  1922 
Total,  1921 
Total,  1920 
Total,  1919 


Over  8 years,  8 years 

Adults.  under  21.  and  under 


Males. 

508 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

...  508 

476 

476 

[')oH 

558 

558 

558 

474 

...  474 

516 

...  516 

447 

...  447 

438 

...  438 

433 

...  433 

48;  1 

14  . 

...  449 

437 

...  437 

414 

...  414 

5694 

14  . 

...  5708 

5922 

77  ... 

...  5999 

6789 

671  ... 

....  3 .. 

....  9 

...  7472 

8725 

663  . . . 

16  . 

...  9404 

. 8243  . 

174  ... 

_ — 

— 

— 

...  8417 

Factory  and  Workshops. 

During  the  year  11  notices  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  re- 
garding defects  found  in  Factories  and  Workshops,  which  are  remediable  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts:— 

Separate  W.C.  accommodation  not  juovided  1 

Limewashing  overdue  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  4 

Insanitary  W.C.  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation  4 

14 


Workshops. 

There  are  at  present  272  Workshops  on  the  Register.  Cases  where  there  is  insurtic- 
ient  W.C.  accommodation  has  been  referred  to  the  Borougli  Surveyor  for  action  »to  be 
taken  under  Section  22,  Public  Health  Acts.  Amendment  Act,  18h0. 

1 wish  to  call  attention  to  Section  15,  Factory  and  Workshoj)  Act,  1901,  dealing 
with  the  provision  of  bye-laws  re  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  from  premises  occupied 
by  less  than  40  persons,  and  recommemi  same  for  your  consideration. 

Notices  under  Section  ITl,  Factory  & Workshoj)  Act,  served  ...  7 

Notices  of  Occupation,  Section  127,  do.  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Certificates  issued.  Section  14,  do.,  4 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  again  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Town 
Council,  and  to  all  my  brother  officials,  for  their  kind  consideration  and  supjoort. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

LAWRENCE  CHADWICK,  M.S.'I.A., 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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